
Rule of Thirds / Cropping Assignment 
 
 

1. Review the class slides about Rule of Thirds and Cropping and take notes in your 
notebook.  
 
 
2. Go to your assigned class computer and open the folder for your block. Open the 
folder with your name and create a new folder named “Rule of Thirds”.  
 
 
3. Take the following photos and upload to your folder on your class computer:  
 

● 3 good examples of Rule of Thirds  
● 3 poor examples of Rule of Thirds 
● 2 good examples of Cropping (in-camera) 
● 2 poor examples of Cropping (in-camera) 

 
 
4. Open one of your GOOD Rules of Thirds examples in Photoshop:  

1. Go to View > Show > Grid to turn on a grid for Rule of Thirds 
2. Select the line tool from the tool bar (make sure it is a line, not a shape!) 
3. Click on the color box at the top tool settings bar and pick a bright color that will 

show up on your photo (red, lime green, or bright yellow are good choices) 
4. Click on the box beside weight and change it to say 5 px 
5. Hold down the shift key and click on the edge of your photo, over top of one of 

the grid lines.  
6. While holding the shift key, drag your mouse to the opposite side of your photo.  
7. Let go of the shift key and the mouse button to place your line. You should now 

have a thick colored line over the grid line.  
8. Repeat steps 5-7 for the rest of the grid lines. 
9. Save As… your image as YourName_Block_Good3rds.jpg 
10.  Repeat steps 1-8 with one of your BAD Rules of Thirds examples.  
11.Save As… your image as YourName_Block_Bad3rds.jpg 

 
 
5. Find one of your GOOD examples of Cropping in your folder.  

● Rename your image as YourName_Block_GoodCrop.jpg 
 



6. Find one of your BAD examples of Cropping in your folder.  
● Rename your image as YourName_Block_BadCrop.jpg 

 
 
7. Open your BAD example of Cropping in Photoshop.  

1. Select the crop tool from the tool bar.  
2. Crop your image to improve the composition.  
3. Saves As… your image as YourName_Block_FixedCrop.jpg 

 
 
8. You should now have 13 total images in the folder called “Rule of Thirds”. This 
completes your assignment.  


